Key Stage 3 recommended reads
Is your child after a new book to read? Or, you could read one of these books at home
together? Maybe read a book that has also been produced into a film and enjoy the reading
and watching together? The gift of reading is one of the most important gifts that a child
can ever receive.
Speak to Mrs. Harris or Mrs. Smith for more information about book choices or look on our
website under ‘Literacy’ for many more choices.

YEAR 7
Nat is a 12-year-old boy born into slavery on a Jamaican sugar cane plantation owned by
the brutal English family, the Barratts. The story opens with his mum and baby sister being
taken away to work on another plantation, leaving him to face his hardships alone. But
when Nat is sent to England to look after some exotic pineapple plants, he starts to dream
of freedom. When he gets there he discovers it’s not true there is no slavery in England,
but in the hustle and bustle of crazy London, life is a bit freer. When Nat meets the
amazing Shadrack Furman, his life is changed forever.

Winner of the Branford Boase Award. Budi's plan is simple. He's going to be a star.
Budi's going to play for the greatest team on earth, instead of sweating over each stitch
he sews, each football boot he makes. But one unlucky kick brings Budi's world crashing
down. Now he owes the Dragon, the most dangerous man in Jakarta. Soon it isn't only
Budi's dreams at stake, but his life. A story about dreaming big, about hope and heroes,
and never letting anything stand in your way.

YEAR 8
Twelve-year-old Omar and his
brothers and sisters were born
and raised in the beautiful and
bustling city of Bosra, Syria.
Omar doesn't care about
politics - all he wants is to grow
up to become a successful
businessman who will take the
world by storm. But when his
clever older brother, Musa, gets
mixed up with some young
political activists, everything
changes . . .

YEAR 9

It's an ordinary Thursday
lunchtime for Arthur Dent until
his house gets demolished. The
Earth follows shortly afterwards
to make way for a new
hyperspace express route, and
his best friend has just
announced that he's an alien.
At this moment, they're
hurtling through space with
nothing but their towels and an
innocuous-looking book
inscribed, in large friendly
letters, with the words: DON'T
PANIC!

The edge-of-your-seat YA thriller you've been looking for
...Lydia has been creating her AI, Henry, for years - since
before her little brother died in the accident that haunts
her nightmares; since before her dad walked out, leaving
her and Mum painfully alone; since before her best friend
turned into her worst enemy.
You're the new girl in school. You're just trying to fit in - and it's
not working. Then someone accuses you of theft, and you think
things can't get any worse. Until you get caught in a freak storm
...

