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Year 

group 

Book and author Blurb 

7 ‘Life on Earth’ by 

David 

Attenbourgh 

‘Life on Earth’ is an astonishing celebration of the evolution of life on earth, with a cast 
of characters drawn from the whole range of organisms that have ever lived on this 
planet.  
Attenborough's perceptive, dynamic approach to the evolution of millions of species of 

living organisms takes the reader on an unforgettable journey of discovery from the 

very first spark of life to the blue and green wonder we know today. Perfect for your 

introduction to Geography at KS3. 

8 ‘No one is too 

small to make a 

difference’ by 

Greta Thunberg 

'Everything needs to change. And it has to start today.'  
In August 2018 a fifteen-year-old Swedish girl, Greta Thunberg, decided not to go to 
school one day. Her actions ended up sparking a global movement for action against the 
climate crisis, inspiring millions of pupils to go on strike for our planet, forcing 
governments to listen, and earning her a Nobel Peace Prize nomination. An excellent 
book which looks forward to us covering Climate Change and resources.  

9 ‘Factfulness’ by 

Hans Rosling 

When asked simple questions about global trends - why the world's population is 
increasing; how many young women go to school; how many of us live in poverty - we 
usually get the answers wrong. So wrong that a chimpanzee choosing answers at 
random will consistently outguess journalists, Nobel laureates, and investment bankers. 
In ‘Factfulness’, Professor of International Health and a man who can make data sing, 

Hans Rosling, together with his two long-time collaborators Anna and Ola, offers a 

radical new explanation of why this happens, and reveals the ten instincts that distort 

our perspective. This book sits perfectly with out completion of our development unit.  

10 ‘The Almighty 

Dollar’ by 

Dharshini David 

The dollar is the lifeblood of globalisation. Greenbacks, singles, bucks or dead 
presidents: call them what you will, they are keeping the global economy going. Half of 
the notes in circulation are actually outside of the USA - and many of the world's dollars 
are owned by China. 
But what is really happening as our cash moves around the world every day, and how 

does it affect our lives? By following $1 from a shopping trip in suburban Texas, via 

China's central bank, Nigerian railroads, the oilfields of Iraq and beyond, ‘The Almighty 

Dollar’ reveals the economic truths behind what we see on the news every day. Why is 

China the world's biggest manufacturer - and the USA its biggest customer? Is free trade 

really a good thing? Why would a nation build a bridge on the other side of the planet? 

11 ‘Prisoners of 

Geography’ by 

Tim Marshall 

All leaders are constrained by geography. Their choices are limited by mountains, rivers, 
seas and concrete. Yes, to follow world events you need to understand people, ideas 
and movements - but if you don't know geography, you'll never have the full picture. 
If you've ever wondered why Putin is so obsessed with Crimea, why the USA was 

destined to become a global superpower, or why China's power base continues to 

expand ever outwards, the answers are all here. 


