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Year 

group 

Book and author Blurb 

7 ‘Chase Your Dreams: 

How Soccer Taught Me 

Strength, Perseverance, 

and Leadership’ by Julie 

Hertz 

Go for the Goal! World Cup–winning soccer player Julie Ertz inspires kids to lead a 

life of faith and virtue as she shares her own stories and the lessons she has 

learned in childhood and now in her illustrious playing career.  

8 ‘The Crossover’ by 

Kwame Alexander 

"With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . .The court is SIZZLING. My sweat is 

DRIZZLING. Stop all that quivering. Cuz tonight I’m delivering," announces dread-

locked, 12-year old Josh Bell. He and his twin brother Jordan are awesome on the 

court. But Josh has more than basketball in his blood, he's got mad beats, too, 

that tell his family's story in verse, in this fast and furious middle grade novel of 

family and brotherhood from Kwame Alexander. Josh and Jordan must come to 

grips with growing up on and off the court to realize breaking the rules comes at 

a terrible price, as their story's heart-stopping climax proves a game-changer for 

the entire family. 

9 ‘The Hero Two Doors 
Down’ by Sharon 
Robinson 

 

Based on the true story of a boy in Brooklyn who became neighbours and friends 
with his hero, Jackie Robinson. 
Stephen Satlow is an eight-year-old boy living in Brooklyn, New York, which 

means he only cares about one thing-the Dodgers. Steve and his father spend 

hours reading the sports pages and listening to games on the radio. Aside from an 

occasional run-in with his teacher, life is pretty simple for Steve. But then Steve 

hears a rumour that an African American family is moving to his all-Jewish 

neighbourhood. It's 1948 and some of his neighbours are against it. Steve knows 

this is wrong. His hero, Jackie Robinson, broke the colour barrier in baseball the 

year before. Then it happens -- Steve's new neighbour is none other than Jackie 

Robinson! Steve is beyond excited about living two doors down from the 

Robinson family. He can't wait to meet Jackie. This is going to be the best baseball 

season yet! How many kids ever get to become friends with their hero? 

10 ‘Undefeated: Jim Thorpe 
and the Carlisle Indian 
School Football Team’ 
by Steve Sheinkin 

 

Undefeated: Jim Thorpe and the Carlisle Indian School Football Team is an 

astonishing underdog sports story―and more. It’s an unflinching look at the U.S. 

government’s violent persecution of Native Americans and the school that was 

designed to erase Indian cultures. Expertly told by three-time National Book 

Award finalist Steve Sheinkin, it’s the story of a group of young men who came 

together at that school, the overwhelming obstacles they faced both on and off 

the field, and their absolute refusal to accept defeat. 

11 ‘No Limits: The Will to 
Succeed’ by Michael 
Phelps 

Michael Phelps is one of the greatest competitors the world has ever seen. From 

teen sensation in Sydney, to bona fide phenomenon in Athens, he is now - after 

the Beijing Games - a living Olympic legend. With an unprecedented eight gold 
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medals and seven world-record times, his performance at the 2008 Games set a 

new standard for success. He ranks among the most elite athletes in the world, 

and is both an inspiration and a role model to millions. In No Limits, Phelps 

reveals the secrets to his remarkable success, from his training regimen to his 

mental preparation and, finally, to his performance in the pool. Having been 

raised by a single mother and diagnosed with ADHD, Phelps's success is imbued 

with defeating obstacles and earning one's way and No Limits explores the hard 

work, commitment, and sacrifice that go into reaching any goal. Filled with 

anecdotes from family members, friends, team mates, and his coach, No Limits 

gives a behind-the-scenes look at the makings of a real champion, and reveals a 

step-by-step guide to realizing one's dream. 


