
 

 

English Curriculum Plan Spring Term 2021-22 

7 Spring 1 Spring 2 
 Topics 

Reading focus: Introduction to 
Shakespeare (will include extracts from 
‘Romeo and Juliet’, ‘The Taming of the 
Shrew’, and ‘Macbeth’ among others). 
Oracy focus (discursive): presentation on 
celebrating achievements 
Punctuation priority: full stops (and 
capital letters) and commas 
 
Knowledge/Understanding 

✓ What is an archetypal villain?  
✓ What is an archetypal hero? 
✓ What is a formal letter? 
✓ How is the supernatural 

presented in Shakespeare’s 
works? 

✓ How did the context of the time 
shape Shakespeare’s writing? 

✓ How and why did Shakespeare 
create such dramatic opening 
scenes? Think about another 
writer we have studied (Dickens) 
and his dramatic Stave 1 opening 
in ACC. What are the links? 

✓ How can key vocabulary help an 
audience predict what will 
happen next? 

✓ How are women presented in 
Shakespeare’s plays?  

✓ How is violence portrayed in 
Shakespeare’s plays? 

✓ How did Shakespeare utilise 
genre and generic conventions 
within his works? 

 
Skills 

• Learning new vocabulary  

• Making inferences and referring 
to evidence in a text 

• Knowing the purpose, audience 
for and context of the writing and 
drawing on this knowledge to 
support comprehension 

• Knowing how language presents 
meaning 

Topics 
Reading focus: Modern & 19th century prose – ‘The 
Lost World’ and ‘Jurassic Park’. 
Writing focus: writing a travel blog 
Punctuation priority: question marks and exclamation 
marks 
 
Knowledge/Understanding 

✓ How do language features (in travel writing) 
encourage people to want to explore the 
world? 

✓ How are a variety of places described in 
modern writing? 

✓ How are a variety of places described in 19th 
century prose? Lets think back to our study of 
ACC and see if there are any similarities in 
terms of place. 

✓ How did Sir Arthur Conan Doyle describe the 
setting of ‘The Lost World’? 

✓ How did Doyle take readers on a journey 
through ‘The Lost World? (focus on structural 
devices)’. Use knowledge from study of 
‘Wonder’ to discuss structure.  

✓ What similarities do Doyle’s ‘The Lost World 
and Michael Chrichton’s ‘Jurassic Park’ have? 

✓ How is place and character described in 
‘Jurassic Park’? 

 
Skills 

• Learning new vocabulary 

• Making inferences and referring to evidence 
in a text 

• Knowing the purpose, audience for and 
context of the writing and drawing on this 
knowledge to support comprehension 

• Knowing how language presents meaning 

• Studying the effects of setting, plot and 
characterisation 

• Writing an accurate, fluent and effective 
travel blog utilizing skills drawn from the most 
successful and prolific travel writers of our 
time. 

• Drawing on knowledge of literary devices 
from their reading to enhance the impact of 
their writing 



 

 

• Studying the effects of setting, 
plot, characterisation and 
language 

• Writing an accurate, fluent and 
effective formal letter 

• using Standard English 
confidently in a range of formal 
and informal contexts, including 
classroom discussion 

• Learning to compare texts and 
characters  

• Focus on grammatical and SPaG 
issues such as homophones, 
common spelling errors and 
knowledge of Old English terms. 

• Consider how their writing reflects the 
audiences and purposes for which it was 
intended 

• Make critical comparisons across texts 

• Focus on grammatical and SPaG issues such as 
homophones, common spelling errors and 
knowledge of proper nouns and the correct 
spelling of key words that appear in other 
places such as favela, Iguazu, Rio de Janeiro 
etc... 

8 Spring 1 Spring 2 
 Topics 

Reading: Introduction to Poetry 
Writing: Creative writing centred on a 
character or person studied 
Punctuation priority: full stops (and 
capital letters) and commas 
 
Knowledge/Understanding 
✓ What does ‘culture’ mean? 
✓ What are stereotypes?  
✓ What does it mean to ‘be British’? 
✓ What features make a poem 

effective? 
✓ What forms can poetry take? 
✓ What are poetic devices (will include 

personification, simile, metaphor, 
alliteration, symbolism, anaphora and 
enjambement)? 

✓ What does ‘unity’ mean? 
✓ What does ‘ethics’ and ‘values’ mean? 
✓ How can different cultures be 

presented in poetry? 
✓ How can poems present topical and 

important world issues? 
✓ How can context affect a person’s 

writing and thoughts? 
 
Skills 

• Learning new vocabulary 

• Be able to discuss sensitive ideas and 
themes  

• Making inferences and referring to 
evidence in a text 

Topics 
Reading: Non-fiction reading of a variety of texts 
(20th/21st Century focus) that include Nelson 
Mandela’s ‘Long Road to Freedom’, and extracts from 
autobiographies of Steve Backshall, Ben Fogle, 
Gordon Ramsey, Dom Jolly, Michael Palin and 
Sojourner Truth. 
Writing: Creative writing linked to place. 
Punctuation priority: questions marks and 
exclamation marks 
 
Knowledge/Understanding 
✓ What is apartheid? 
✓ What is racism in the context of South Africa 

during the apartheid years? 
✓ What have we learned about discrimination from 

prior texts: ‘Wonder’, ‘ACC’ and ‘Percy Jackson’? 
How does this link in with our current learning? 

✓ What does the word ‘freedom’ mean? Discuss 
what ‘liberty’, ‘autonomy’ and ‘independence’ 
mean and how they link to this key word. 

✓ How are travel and adventure intertwined? Think 
back to Y7 Spring 2- what did we learn about 
adventure and travel? 

✓ What is imagery and how do writers us it to help 
readers visualise their stories and experiences? 

✓ What is emotive language and how is it used by a 
range of writers? 

✓ What is sexism? What is misogyny? What is 
feminism? Can we find any links between any of 
these words and our student of Juliet in our Intro 
to Shakespeare unit in Y7? 

 



 

 

• Knowing the purpose, audience for 
and context of the writing and 
drawing on this knowledge to support 
comprehension 

• Recognise a range of poetic 
conventions and understanding how 
these have been used 

• Writing an accurate, fluent and 
effective piece of creative writing 
about person studied.  

• Know the effectiveness and impact of 
the grammatical features of texts 

• Drawing on knowledge of literary 
devices from their reading to enhance 
the impact of their writing 

Skills 

• Learning new vocabulary 

• Be able to discuss sensitive ideas and themes 

• Participate in formal debates and structured 
discussions, summarising and/or building on what 
has been said 

• Making inferences and referring to evidence in a 
text 

• Knowing the purpose, audience for and context of 
the writing and drawing on this knowledge to 
support comprehension 

• Knowing how language and structure presents 
meaning 

• Writing an accurate, fluent and effective piece of 
creative writing with the theme of ‘place’. 

• Drawing on knowledge of literary devices from 
their reading to enhance the impact of their 
writing 

9 Spring 1 Spring 2 
 Topics 

Reading Focus: Julius Caesar, including 
an introduction to tragedy 
Writing/Oracy Focus: speech writing 
Punctuation priority: full stops (and 
capital letters), commas and semi-colons 
 
Knowledge/Understanding 
✓ What is tragedy? What is the tradition 

from Aristotle to Shakespeare? 
✓ What is a tragic hero? How does think 

link back to previous student of 
tragedy in Shakespeare’s writing? 

✓ What does hamartia mean? 
✓ How are tragedies structured? What 

is Freytag’s Pyramid? 
✓ What kind of ruler/character was 

Julius Caesar was? 
✓ How does Shakespeare portray his 

downfall? 
✓ What is power? What is tyranny? Can 

we make any links here with any 
tyrannical and powerful characters in 
our previous study of 19th century 
literature? 

✓ What is loyalty? What is honour? Link 
these ideas back to our poetry SOL- 
‘This is the Place’ and ‘Unity’. 

✓ How is an effective speech 
composed? 

Topics 
Reading Focus: Of Mice and Men 
Writing Focus: expository essay writing and letter 
writing (in character) 
Punctuation priority: question marks, exclamation 
marks and dialogue 
 
Knowledge/Understanding 
✓ What is the American Dream? 
✓ What happened during The Great Depression? 
✓ How is racism explored in the novel ‘Of Mice and 

Men’? How is this different or similar to when we 
explored apartheid in Y8? 

✓ What is sexism? What is misogyny? How does 
these words link with the non-fiction texts studied 
in Y8? 

✓ What is ableism? How can we link this theme to 
prior learning of Auggie in Y7s ‘Wonder’? 

✓ What is Freytag’s Pyramid? How can it be used in 
this text but also in prior learning such as ‘Julius 
Caesar’ and ‘A Sound of Thunder’? 

✓ What makes effective description? 
✓ What is analepsis? 
✓ What is foreshadowing? 
✓ How does a writer create tension? 
✓ How does a writer promote sympathy or dislike 

for their characters? Let’s look back at the novels 
from Y7/8 to guide and develop our learning 
(ACC, PJATLT, SP). 

✓ How is an effective expository essay written? 



 

 

✓ How is an effective speech delivered? 
 

Skills 

• Learning new vocabulary 

• Making inferences and referring to 
evidence in a text 

• Knowing the purpose, audience for 
and context of the writing and 
drawing on this knowledge to support 
comprehension 

• Knowing how language presents 
meaning 

• Studying the effects of setting, plot 
and characterisation 

• Writing an accurate, fluent and 
effective script for a presentation 

• Drawing on knowledge of rhetorical 
devices from their reading to enhance 
the impact of writing 

 

✓ How can a character’s narrative voice be 
borrowed and used? 

✓ How are personal letters written? 
 
Skills 

• Learning new vocabulary 

• Making inferences and referring to evidence in a 
text 

• Knowing the purpose, audience for and context of 
the writing and drawing on this knowledge to 
support comprehension 

• Knowing how language presents meaning 

• Studying the effects of setting, plot and 
characterisation 

• Writing an accurate, fluent and effective personal 
letter in the voice of a character from a narrative 

• Drawing on knowledge of literary devices from 
their reading to enhance the impact of their 
writing 

10 Spring 1 Spring 2 

 Topics 
Reading focus: Power and Conflict 
anthology of poetry 
Writing focus: creative writing 
Punctuation priority: full stops, commas, 
semi-colons and dashes 
 

Topics 
Reading focus: Power and Conflict anthology of 
poetry 
Writing focus: discursive writing 
Punctuation priority: question marks, exclamation 
marks, ellipsis and colons 
 

 Knowledge/Understanding 
(Poems – Literature) 

• What are the key events and/or ideas in each poem? 

• What is the relevant contextual information about each poem/poet? 

• What aspects of power and/or conflict are explored in each poem? 

• What are the key poetic features and forms? Sonnet, stanza, refrain, repetition, simile, 
metaphor, personification, in media res, imperative, imagery, sensuous language, rhyme, 
rhythm, alliteration, iambic pentameter, tone, mood, rhetorical question, euphemism, 
symbolism, allegory, caesura, volta, assonance, colloquialism, patois, phonetic spelling, 
enjambement, emotive language 

• How are quotations and references used to support responses to poetry? 

• What does effective analysis of poetry and poetic features look like? 

• How should poems be effectively compared? 

• How can knowledge of context be included in responses? 
 
(Writing – Language) 

• What does does clear and effectively communication look like? 

• What does it mean to write imaginatively? Discursively? 

• How can tone, style and register be selected and adapted to suit different forms, purposes 
and audiences? 



 

 

• How should information and ideas be organised using structural and grammatical features, 
including paragraphs and discourse markers? 

• What does a cohesive piece of writing look like? 

• How should a range of vocabulary and sentence structures be used for clarity, purpose and 
effect? 

• What does accurate spelling look like? 

• What does accurate punctuation look like? 
 

 Skills (Literature) 
In studying the set texts students should have the opportunity to develop the following skills. 
Reading comprehension and reading critically 
• literal and inferential comprehension: understanding a word, phrase or sentence in context; 

exploring aspects of plot, characterisation, events and settings; distinguishing between what is 
stated explicitly and what is implied; explaining motivation, sequence of events, and the 
relationship between actions or events 

• critical reading: identifying the theme and distinguishing between themes; supporting a point 
of view by referring to evidence in the text; recognising the possibility of and evaluating 
different responses to a text; using understanding of writers’ social, historical and cultural 
contexts to inform evaluation; making an informed personal response that derives from 
analysis and evaluation of the text 

• evaluation of a writer’s choice of vocabulary, grammatical and structural features: analysing 
and evaluating how language, structure, form and presentation contribute to quality and 
impact; using linguistic and literary terminology for such evaluation 

• comparing texts:comparing and contrasting texts studied, referring where relevant to theme, 
characterisation, context (where known), style and literary quality; comparing two texts 
critically with respect to the above 

Writing 
• producing clear and coherent text: writing effectively about literature for a range of purposes 

such as: to describe, explain, summarise, argue, analyse and evaluate; discussing and 
maintaining a point of view; selecting and emphasising key points; using relevant quotation 
and using detailed textual references 

• accurate Standard English: accurate spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
 
Skills (Language) 
Writing 
• producing clear and coherent text: writing effectively for different purposes and audiences: to 

describe, narrate, explain, instruct, give and respond to information, and argue; selecting 
vocabulary, grammar, form, and structural and organisational features judiciously to reflect 
audience, purpose and context; using language imaginatively and creatively; using information 
provided by others to write in different forms; maintaining a consistent point of view; 
maintaining coherence and consistency across a text 

• writing for impact: selecting, organising and emphasising facts, ideas and key points; citing 
evidence and quotation effectively and pertinently to support views; creating emotional 
impact; using language creatively, imaginatively and persuasively, including rhetorical devices 
(such as rhetorical questions, antithesis, parenthesis). 

 

11 Spring 1 Spring 2 



 

 

 Topics 
Revision of Jekyll and Hyde and An 
Inspector Calls for the March mock exam 
 
Knowledge/Understanding 
Revision of: Jekyll and Hyde and An 
Inspector Calls 

• What happens in the narrative of the 
novella/play? 

• What does a clear response to the 
text, its characters and themes look 
like? 

• How should quotations and textual 
references be used to support a 
response to the text? 

• How does Stevenson/Priestley use 
language, structure and form for 
effect? 

• What contextual knowledge is 
important and how should it be made 
relevant in a response? 

 
Skills 
See Spring above for Year 10 (Literature) 

Topics 
Unseen poetry and revision of creative writing skills 
 
Knowledge/Understanding 
Unseen poetry: 

• What are the best ways to approach an unseen 
poem? 

• What are the key writer’s methods used in 
poetry? 

• How can poems be structured? 

• How should the main ideas/themes of an unseen 
poem be identified? 

• How should two poems be compared effectively? 
 

Revision of: creative writing 

• See Spring above for Year 10 (Writing – Language) 
 
Skills 
See Spring above for Year 10 (Literature and 
Language) 

 

English Curriculum Plan Summer Term 2021-22 

7 Summer 1 and 2 

 Topics: study of Rick Riordan’s ‘Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief’. 
Reading focus: knowledge and understanding of plot, character, context and key vocabulary.  
Writing focus: Creative writing about place and character 
Punctuation priority: Colons and semi colons 
 
Knowledge/Understanding 

✓ What is a myth? 
✓ What is Greek mythology? 
✓ Who are the key figures that link with Greek mythology and the novel (Olympian Gods)? 
✓ What does ‘morality’ mean? 
✓ What does ‘supernatural’ mean? How can this link to ‘ACC’? 
✓ How and why does Percy Jackson struggle at school (dyslexia) and how does this feed into 

the novel as a whole? How can this link to ‘Wonder’? 
✓ How does the opening chapter establish Percy Jackson’s status as a God? 
✓ How is language used in Chapter 1 to suggests that Percy is in danger? 
✓ What is a ‘pseudonym’? 
✓ Why is Mr. Brunner vital to Percy’s development? 
✓ What does the term ‘demi-god’ mean? 
✓ What is a ‘solstice’?  
✓ What do protagonist and antagonist mean? When have we used these words before?  



 

 

✓ How is the structure in Chapter 8 impactful? How does structure link to Nelson Mandela’s 
text in Spring 2? 

✓ How and why are some Gods modernized in the text? 
✓ How does the final chapter suggest that Percy’s story has only just begun (structure)? How 

can this idea be linked with ‘Wonder’? 
✓ How does this novel fit into the fantasy/historical genres of writing? What other genres 

have we learned about(discuss genre in Y7 Intro to Shakespeare, Y7 Adventure writing). 
 

 
Skills 

• Learning new vocabulary  

• Making inferences and referring to evidence in a text 

• Knowing the purpose, audience for and context of the writing and drawing on this 
knowledge to support comprehension 

• Knowing how language presents meaning 

• Studying the effects of setting, plot, characterisation, language and structure 

• Writing an accurate, fluent and interesting piece of creative writing based on an image 
linked to the novel. 

• Reading extracts from the text and analysing their meaning in detail.  

• using Standard English confidently in a range of formal and informal contexts, including 
classroom discussion 

• Learning to compare texts and characters  

• Focus on grammatical and SPaG issues such as homophones, common spelling errors and 
knowledge of Old English terms. 

• Developing knowledge of structure and the impact that this can have on readers. 

8 Summer 1 and 2 
 Topics: study of Derek Landy’s ‘Skulduggery Pleasant’. 

Reading: knowledge and understanding of plot, character, context and key vocabulary.  
Writing focus: Creative writing about place and character 
Punctuation priority: Colons and semi colons 
 
Knowledge/Understanding 

✓ What does the word ‘skulduggery’ mean?  
✓ What do we know about Stephanie and Gordons relationship early on in the novel? 
✓ Who is Skulduggery Pleasant and what is his job and role within the novel? 
✓ What does ‘supernatural’ mean? How can we link with Y7 studies on Shakespeare and 

ACC? 
✓ Why does Stephanie change her name? 
✓ Why does Chapter 3 end with ‘and all he had was a skull for a head’? 
✓ What does ‘serpentine’ mean? How does this link in with the character, ‘Serpine’? 
✓ What do the following techniques mean: humour, imperatives, rules of three, second 

person, first person, opinion, repetition, facts, RQs, exaggeration, emotive language.  
✓ What are the generic conventions of the gothic horror genre?  
✓ What is a ‘sceptre’ and what is the ‘Sceptre of the Ancients’? 
✓ What do we know about the historical context of vampires in literature and popular 

culture? How does this tie in with the novel? 
✓ What are ‘Hollow Men’ and who is ‘Mevolent’? what is the intended impacts of their 

names? 



 

 

✓ How does the final chapter suggest that Stephanie’s story has only just begun (structure)? 
How does think link with our structural knowledge gathered in Y7/Y8? 

✓ How does this novel fit into the detective/crime genres of writing? What other genres have 
we learned about (discuss genre in Y7 Intro to Shakespeare, Y7 PJ, Y7 Adventure writing, Y8 
Romeo and Juliet, Y8 Dystopia and Y8 non-fiction writing)? 

 
Skills 

✓ Learning new vocabulary 
✓ Be able to discuss sensitive ideas and themes  
✓ Be able to build on knowledge of the supernatural and generic conventions of different 

styles of writing.  
✓ Making inferences and referring to evidence in a text 
✓ Knowing the purpose, audience for and context of the writing and drawing on this 

knowledge to support comprehension 
✓ Know the effectiveness and impact of the grammatical features of texts 
✓ Drawing on knowledge of literary devices from their reading to enhance the impact of their 

writing 
✓ Writing an accurate, fluent and interesting piece of creative writing based on an image 

linked to the novel. 
✓ Reading extracts from the text and analysing their meaning in detail.  
✓ Developing knowledge of structure and the impact that this can have on readers. 

 

9 Summer 1 & 2 
 Topics 

Reading Focus: Skills relating to future study of An Inspector Calls, and creative reading 
Writing/Oracy Focus: analytical writing/ discursive writing/ script reading 
Punctuation priority: Colons and semi colons 
 
Knowledge/Understanding 
 

✓ What are the key events and/or ideas? 
 

✓ What is the class system? 
✓ What do the words ‘proletariat’ and ‘bourgeoise’ mean? 
✓ What does it mean to have a conscience? 
✓ What is a microcosm? 
✓ What is a misogynist? 
✓ What is meant by the terms ‘capitalist’ and ‘socialist’?    
✓ What do we know about society pre and post WW1/WW2? 
✓ Who is Goole and why is his name significant to the meaning of the play? 
✓ How and why do some of the characters change throughout the course of the play? 
✓ What do we know about the writer? How did his views influence his work? 
✓ What does the ending suggest about society and the upper classes? 
✓ How has language been used for effect? 
✓ How has structure been used for effect? 

 
 
 

 



 

 

Skills 
✓ Learning new vocabulary 
✓ Making inferences and referring to evidence in a text 
✓ Understanding the meaning of stage directions 
✓ Knowing the purpose, audience for and context of the writing and drawing on this 

knowledge to support comprehension 
✓ Knowing how language presents meaning 
✓ Studying the effects of setting, plot and characterisation 
✓ Understanding discursive writing techniques 
✓ Analysing discursive writing techniques 
✓ Putting into practice discursive writing techniques 

 
 

10 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 Topics: Literature Paper 1 
Reading focus: Re-visiting Macbeth and 
J&H 
Writing focus: analytical writing  
Punctuation priority: revising all SPaG 
revised this year 
 

Topics: Literature Paper: AIC and Poetry cluster  
Reading focus: Power and Conflict anthology of poetry 
Writing focus: analytical and comparative writing  
Punctuation priority: revising all SPaG revised this year 
 

 Knowledge/Understanding 
✓ What are the key events and/or 

ideas in each text? 
✓ What do each of the characters 

represent? 
✓ How do each of the characters 

develop throughout the course of 
the text? 

✓ What is the relevant contextual 
information for each text? 

✓ What are the key linguistic 
features in each text?  

✓ How are quotations and 
references used to support 
responses to GCSE style 
questions? 

✓ How can we incorporate 
contextual knowledge into our 
answers? 

✓ How can stage direction show 
meaning? (MB only) 

✓ How can SPaG add meaning to our 
answers? 

✓ What does effective analysis of 
Shakespeare and 19th century 
literature look like? 
 

 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Poetry: 

✓ What are the key events and/or ideas in each 
poem? 

✓ What is the relevant contextual information 
about each poem/poet? 

✓ What aspects of power and/or conflict are 
explored in each poem? 

✓ What are the key poetic features and forms? 
Sonnet, stanza, refrain, repetition, simile, 
metaphor, personification, in media res, 
imperative, imagery, sensuous language, 
rhyme, rhythm, alliteration, iambic 
pentameter, tone, mood, rhetorical question, 
euphemism, symbolism, allegory, caesura, 
volta, assonance, colloquialism, patois, 
phonetic spelling, enjambement, emotive 
language 

✓ How are quotations and references used to 
support responses to poetry? 

✓ What does effective analysis of poetry and 
poetic features look like? 

✓ How should poems be effectively compared? 
✓ How can knowledge of context be included in 

responses? 
✓ How can SPaG add meaning to our answers? 
 

 



 

 

 
Skills (Literature) 
In studying the set texts students should 
have the opportunity to develop the 
following skills. 
Reading comprehension and reading 
critically 
• literal and inferential 

comprehension: understanding a 
word, phrase or sentence in context; 
exploring aspects of plot, 
characterisation, events and settings; 
distinguishing between what is stated 
explicitly and what is implied; 
explaining motivation, sequence of 
events, and the relationship between 
actions or events 

• critical reading: identifying the theme 
and distinguishing between themes; 
supporting a point of view by 
referring to evidence in the text; 
recognising the possibility of and 
evaluating different responses to a 
text; using understanding of writers’ 
social, historical and cultural contexts 
to inform evaluation; making an 
informed personal response that 
derives from analysis and evaluation 
of the text 

• evaluation of a writer’s choice of 
vocabulary, grammatical and 
structural features: analysing and 
evaluating how language, structure, 
form and presentation contribute to 
quality and impact; using linguistic 
and literary terminology for such 
evaluation 

 
 

 

AIC:  
 

✓ What are the key events and/or ideas? 
✓ What is the relevant contextual information? 
✓ What are the key linguistic features in each 

text?  
✓ What does effective analysis of modern drama 

look like? 
✓ How are quotations and references used to 

support responses to GCSE style questions? 
✓ How can we incorporate contextual knowledge 

into our answers? 
✓ How can we incorporate knowledge of stage 

directions and form into our answers? 
✓ How can SPaG add meaning to our answers? 

 
 
Skills (Literature) 
In studying the set texts students should have the 
opportunity to develop the following skills. 
Reading comprehension and reading critically 

✓ literal and inferential 
comprehension: understanding a word, phrase 
or sentence in context; exploring aspects of 
plot, characterisation, events and settings; 
distinguishing between what is stated explicitly 
and what is implied; explaining motivation, 
sequence of events, and the relationship 
between actions or events 

✓ critical reading: identifying the theme and 
distinguishing between themes; supporting a 
point of view by referring to evidence in the 
text; recognising the possibility of and 
evaluating different responses to a text; using 
understanding of writers’ social, historical and 
cultural contexts to inform evaluation; making 
an informed personal response that derives 
from analysis and evaluation of the text 

✓ evaluation of a writer’s choice of vocabulary, 
grammatical and structural features: analysing 
and evaluating how language, structure, form 
and presentation contribute to quality and 
impact; using linguistic and literary terminology 
for such evaluation 

 

11 Summer Term 



 

 

 Topics 
Revision of all aspects of language for Paper 1 and Paper 2 
Revision of all aspects of literature for Paper 1 and Paper 2 (Summer 2022 Literature Paper 2 
changed due to AQA requirements linked to COVID- no poetry cluster). 
 
Knowledge/Understanding: Literature 
Revision of: Jekyll and Hyde, An Inspector Calls and Macbeth 

✓ What happens in the narrative of the novella/plays? 
✓ What does a clear response to the text, its characters and themes look like? 
✓ How should quotations and textual references be used to support a response to the text? 
✓ How does Stevenson/Priestley/ Shakespeare use language, structure and form for effect? 
✓ What contextual knowledge is important and how should it be made relevant in a 

response? 
✓ How can we use our past papers to improve our personal weaknesses and develop our 

strengths for personal revision purposes? 
✓ Knowledge of quotations/ stage directions in anticipation of exam questions. 

 
Revision of: unseen poetry 
 

✓ How can we use SMILE (structure, meaning, imagery, language, emotion) to help us analyse 
an unseen poem? 

✓ What are the key poetic features and forms? Sonnet, stanza, refrain, repetition, simile, 
metaphor, personification, in media res, imperative, imagery, sensuous language, rhyme, 
rhythm, alliteration, iambic pentameter, tone, mood, rhetorical question, euphemism, 
symbolism, allegory, caesura, volta, assonance, colloquialism, patois, phonetic spelling, 
enjambement, emotive language, elegy, rhyming couplets, free verse. 

✓ How are quotations and references used to support responses to poetry? 
✓ What does effective analysis of poetry and poetic features look like (2nd part of the unseen 

question)? 
✓ How should poems be effectively compared? 
✓ How can knowledge of context be included in responses? 
✓ How can SPaG add meaning to our answers? 

 
 
Skills (Literature) 
In studying the set texts students should have the opportunity to develop the following skills. 
Reading comprehension and reading critically 

✓ literal and inferential comprehension: understanding a word, phrase or sentence in context; 
exploring aspects of plot, characterisation, events and settings; distinguishing between 
what is stated explicitly and what is implied; explaining motivation, sequence of events, and 
the relationship between actions or events 

✓ critical reading: identifying the theme and distinguishing between themes; supporting a 
point of view by referring to evidence in the text; recognising the possibility of and 
evaluating different responses to a text; using understanding of writers’ social, historical 
and cultural contexts to inform evaluation; making an informed personal response that 
derives from analysis and evaluation of the text 

✓ evaluation of a writer’s choice of vocabulary, grammatical and structural 
features: analysing and evaluating how language, structure, form and presentation 
contribute to quality and impact; using linguistic and literary terminology for such 
evaluation 



 

 

 
Knowledge/Understanding: Language Paper 1 & Paper 2 

✓ Know how to analyse language features/ writer’s methods and their purpose (alliteration, 
rhetorical language, simile, metaphor, assonance, sibilance, personification, hyperbole, 
emotive language, connotation, dialogue, pronouns, prepositions- language will vary 
depending on the extract analysed). 

✓ Know how to analyse structural devices and their purpose: circular narrative, sentence 
structure, character and plot development and introduction, change of tone, change of 
time,  change of perspective, zooming in and out, placement of specific sentences- 
structure will vary depending on the extract analysed.  

✓ Know how to analyse and compare 19th century and 20th/21st century texts. 
✓ Know how to and interpret explicit and implicit information and  ideas.  

✓ Know how to compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are conveyed, 
across two or more  texts. 

✓ Know how to evaluate texts critically and support this with appropriate textual references. 
✓ Know a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with 

accurate spelling and punctuation.  
✓ Know the features of different styles of writing such as persuasive, narrative, expository, 

and descriptive. 
 
Skills 

✓ Write formal and academic essays as well as writing imaginatively 
✓ Write for a variety of purposes and audiences across a range of contexts 
✓ Have an increasingly wide knowledge of vocabulary and grammar (understand nuances in 

meaning, and how to develop their understanding of, and ability to use, figurative 
language) 

✓ Understand varied sentence construction 
✓ They should understand and use age-appropriate vocabulary, including linguistic and 

literary terminology, for discussing their reading, writing and spoken language.  
✓ Continue to develop reading ages via reading a variety of sources and encouraging reading 

for pleasure 
✓ Be able to use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and 

effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation.   
 

 


