
Welcome to the Year 11 Parental 
Information Evening

Wednesday 13th September 2023



Thanks for Coming

Aim of the evening

•What’s ahead – what’s involved in this 
really important year?

•How you can support us to give your 
child the best chance of success in Y11



Your Support Makes a HUGE 
Difference…



• Our NUMBER ONE priority

• Privileges … and expectations

• Leaders of our school

• Leading by example

Year 11 – The Time to Step Up…



Key Members of Staff

Y11 Form Tutors:

11A Ms Bartlett

11B Mrs Williams

11C Mr Brownbill

11M Mrs Craig

11W Mr White

•Mr Campbell – Head teacher

•Mr Giblin – Deputy Head

•Mr Speake – Assistant Head 
(pastoral)

•Mrs Holmes – Head of Year 11

•Mr Durham – Assistant Head 
and Y11 Senior Link



Parents’ Pack
• Summary explaining how parents can help

• Managing exam stress

• Key dates for Year 11 for the year ahead

• Information on new 9-1 grades for GCSEs

• General revision tips

• Revision advice from different subjects

• Blank revision timetable

• Satchel-one guide for parents / pupils

• Provisional GCSE exam timetable for 2023



• 29 school weeks until start of exams
• 145 school days
• 130 lessons of English and 115 lessons of 

maths
• A year of “this is the last time…”

Year 11 – No Time to Waste 

Since their first day in reception in 2012, they’ve already done 

approx. 93% of the total number of school days they’ll ever do 
before they sit their exams



Your Role in Supporting Their GCSE Outcomes

• The GCSE results from the summer reinforced a key fact –

that the more pupils attend school, the better their 

outcomes

• Please do everything you can to ensure your child attends 

school every day

• If a pupil has an overall attendance of 95%, this may 

sound good, yet it actually means the pupil will have 

missed 9 days of lessons, which is nearly 45 hours of input 

from their class teachers that they will never get back –

plus lost opportunities for intervention and support

• If pupils are not in, we cannot help them

• Please avoid appointments, meetings etc during the 

school day





Punctuality
Pupils should be in school, ready for the day by 8:45am. Once the second bell 
has gone at 8:50am… they are LATE!

Registration is where pupils will be given:
• Support from their form tutor
• Important information relevant for Y11s
• Careers advice and information about 

colleges and apprenticeships
• Revision guidance
• Support with reading if it is needed 
• Some subject specific interventions

….they have to attend!



Prom 2024

Effort, 
behaviour, 
attendance 

& punctuality
matters!

Friday 5th July 2024



How Else Can You Support Your Child?

Patience
Love
Care
Support
Understanding
Guidance



Help Them To Get Organised



Independent Study

2-3 hours of additional study per day = 
14-21 hours per week

THIS INCLUDES THEIR HOMEWORK!



✓Help students know and remember more.

✓Knowing more and remembering more 
makes lessons easier, tests easier, and 
exams easier.

✓Knowing more and remembering more 
means you students can do more.

✓Students can achieve higher, reach their 
potential and access their college courses.

✓Supports them to become independent and 
resilient.

Year 11 homework / revision



- Revision guides provide the knowledge.

- Workbooks provides the exam style 
questions

- A strategically mapped schedule to help 
students manage their time.

Year 11 homework / revision



Why not just use online revision platforms?
- Not all pupils have access to devices / WiFi at home.

- Having to use a device means distractions from the device.

- Devices can be confiscated, which means missed homework and detentions.

- Exams are written.



Year 11 homework / revision
Revision Guide Workbook

Science example, 
but all subjects 

will be doing this 
(or something 
very similar)

Revision 
guides 

provide the 
knowledge.

Workbooks 
provides 
the exam 

style 
questions



Year 11 homework / revision
Revision Guide Workbook



Year 11 homework / revision
Revision Guide Workbook

- Every page in the workbook has a matching page in the revision guide.

- Use the revision guide to help complete the workbook.

- This way, you are practising answering exam style questions AND filling in gaps in 

knowledge – the perfect revision!



Year 11 homework / revision
Revision Guide Workbook

Tried, tested 
and PROVEN 

TO WORK



Year 11 homework / revision

The message to year 11:

- Use the revision guide to help you complete the questions.

- Follow the homework schedules from each subject.

- Order of topics have been strategically planned to match up 

with mock exams as much as possible.

- More time has been given for longer topics.

- Completing the workbook is homework.

- Completing the workbook is revision.

- Completing the workbook is completing ‘past papers’.

- Use YouTube videos to help if needed.

Tried, tested and PROVEN TO 
WORK



Year 11 homework / revision

Teachers will 
give out revision 

guides and 
workbooks soon 

in lessons

Students have been 
given an A4 plastic 
wallet to help them 

look after their 
books

Help your child 
stay organised 
and follow the 

schedules

Y11 only P6 
independent study 

room will start soon 
in CR2



‘New’ GCSE grading system
In place since 2017

Our teachers are the experts in 
what your child needs to do to get 
their target / desired grade



2023 GCSE Grade Boundaries



The GCSE Exams in Summer 2024

• Students will sit in excess of 20

different exams during a 4-week

period either side of the May 

Half Term break in 2024 

• Unlike 2022, there will be no 

content adjustment or 

adaptations.



Most will gain 9 GCSE / Voc qualifications

• 4 exams in English Language & English Lit

• 3 exams in Maths

• 6 exams in Combined Science

• 3 exams in RE

• 3 exams in History or 3 in Geography

• Plus more exams in their option subjects 
(how many depends on what they have 
selected)

The GCSE Exams in Summer 2024

Let’s look at 
what that 4-
week period 
might be like 
for your child



Study Leave for Year 11s
• We think the 

best place for 
pupils is in 
school, being 
supported by 
their teachers

• Respectfully, it 
doesn’t matter 
to us what 
other local 
schools choose 
to do







How NOT to do it…

+

Don’t be like 
‘Last-Minute 

Larry’



Home Learning
The forgetting curve – little and often wins the race





Period 6 – now the norm

3.15pm-4.15pm
Extra bespoke help and support by subject teachers

Massive impact for those pupils last year who 
attended regularly

We provide the drinks and biscuits!



Online Learning Platforms

•Significant impact on 
improving security of 
basic knowledge

•Weekly check on usage

•Rewards for those who 
engage the most

Science RE Geog Hist



Time to Hear From Our Core Subjects

•Head of English
•Head of Maths
•Head of Science





GCSE
English Language

&
English Literature



English Language features two exams:
Paper 1 – reading one fiction source; 
writing creatively

Paper 2 – reading two non-fiction 
sources; writing discursively 
(viewpoints)

Students will also have to complete a 
Spoken Language Endorsement 
assessment, involving a presentation 
which we have to record this year.

Paper 1 → 50%

Reading = 1 hour

Writing = 45 minutes

Paper 2 → 50%

Reading = 1 hour

Writing = 45 minutes



English Literature features two exams:

Paper 1 – Macbeth and The 
Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr 
Hyde

Paper 2 – An Inspector Calls, 
Power & Conflict poetry, and 
Unseen Poetry

No ‘optional’ elements this year.

Paper 1 → 40%

1 hour 45 mins

Section A and B – roughly 50 
mins each

Paper 2 → 60%

2 hours 15 mins

A, B and C – roughly 45 mins 
each



Preparing For The English Exams
• Y11 English homework programme- all revision guides will be provided, 

and we will guide students in how best to use them

• Think about how the revision guides can support you as a parent

• Online platform: SENECA

• Re-reading each text is great revision

• Focus on poetry- 15 poems to learn, this can feel overwhelming

• Ask your child to have key quotes from the texts around their room or 
even around the house

• Help your child to create a revision timetable that covers all aspects of 
the English Literature and Language courses and check, as much as you 
can, that they are trying to stick to this.





GCSE Maths
•Edexcel exam board 
•Three exam papers 
•One will be a non-calculator paper (33%)
• Two papers will require the use of a calculator (33% 

each)

•Pupils should have their own Casio calculator 
and should bring it to all Mathematics lessons
with them.



Make sure you know 
the  Mathematics 
website logins for your 
child



onmaths.com

Studymaths.co.uk

BBC bitesize
• Online
• Mark your 

answers for 
you

• Instant 
feedback

www.drfrostmaths.com



Quizlet.com
interactive flashcards

corbettmaths



How Else Can You Help Your Child?
Firstly, don’t panic, we don’t expect you to be an expert in Maths! You are, however, an 
expert in your child!

We ask that you: 

• Check your child is completing at least one Key Skill on Dr Frost Maths each evening

• Check that your child is working independently, revisiting topics they have covered and 
those from the end of Year 10 examination (use the QLA sheet)

• Check that they are completing the practice papers/homework

• Display formulae to be learnt around the house & check they can recall it

• Check usage of different online platforms

• Ensure your child has the revision guide and revision workbooks (can get this from us)

…and if you have any questions after tonight, please email me at s.gibson@st-
antonys.com or your child’s Maths teacher

mailto:s.gibson@st-antonys.com


The revision guides and revision workbooks





GCSE Combined Science – What’s involved?

• Edexcel exam board

• 6 different exam papers (each lasts 1 hr 10 mins)
• 2 biology papers

• 2 chemistry papers

• 2 physics papers

• Each paper has equal weighting (16.67%)

• Your child will be entered for either foundation tier or 
higher tier

• No coursework



GCSE Biology, Chemistry & Physics – What’s involved?

• Edexcel exam board

• 6 different exam papers (each lasts 1 hr 45 mins)
• 2 biology papers

• 2 chemistry papers

• 2 physics papers

• Each paper has equal weighting (50%)

• Your child will be entered for either foundation tier or 
higher tier

• No coursework



•Attendance

•Scientific calculator

•Homework & independent study

•Get in touch when your child is 
struggling.

How can parents help their child succeed in science?



Home Learning
Your child has been provided with a detailed revision guide



Home Learning
Pupils and parents should engage with online learning

One of the best things you can do 

is use SatchelOne to monitor your 

child’s homework.

What has been set and have they 

done it?



Failure & Difficulty:
Normal Part of Y11 Experience



The most common frustrations for parents

I didn’t even do GCSEs 
– how can I help him?

Surely she shouldn’t 
be going out again

when she’s got 
exams coming up?

He always leaves everything to the last minute – one moment he has all the 
time in the world – the next it’s all stress and stropping because it has to be in 

tomorrow and he hasn’t got the stuff he needs to do it.

I can’t stand the arguments and stress when I tell him exams are important and 
try to  make him work.  It always ends up with him saying it’s his life and 

slamming the door.

She’s always got an excuse  - I 
don’t know what to believe.

...having every 
comment you make 

argued 
with/against.



We have the solution…
Your child’s Form Tutor is an amazing asset.

If “X” goes wrong – we have a solution:

TALK TO YOUR CHILD’S FORM TUTOR

If “Y” goes wrong – we have a solution:

TALK TO YOUR CHILD’S FORM TUTOR

If “A,B and C” or “1, 2 and 3” go wrong – we have a 
solution:

TALK TO YOUR CHILD’S FORM TUTOR



Key Dates For Your Diary
• w/b Mon 31st October: Y11 predicted 

GCSE grades report goes home

• Mon 13th November: First round of GCSE 
mock exams begins (lasts 2 weeks)

• Friday 8th December: College application 
deadline

• Thurs 14th December: Y11 Parents’ 
Evening for all students (share outcome of 
recent mock exams)

• Monday 5th February: Second round of 
GCSE mock exams begins (2 weeks)

• w/b Mon 18th March: Y11 full written 
report goes home with final predicted 
GCSE grades from teachers

• Thurs 21st March: Y11 invite-only 
parents’ evening

• w/b Mon 22nd April: MFL speaking 
exams this week

• Thursday 9th May: Start of the main 
written GCSE exams (RE paper 1)

• w/b 24th June: Y11 Leavers’ Mass & 
final assembly (date TBC)

• Friday 5th July: Y11 Leavers’ Prom

• Thursday 22nd August: GCSE results 
day



Year 11: The Time 
is…

Now!



High Standards at All Times 

•Behaviour – in lessons 
and out of lessons

•Uniform

•Attendance

•Punctuality

•How they interact with 
adults & each other

Remember: 

Learning is top of 
our agenda in 

school



Final Comments



Every Grade 
For Every 

Child Matters



Your Support Makes a HUGE 
Difference…




