
 

Year 8 History: The Moon Landings, 1969-72 

Instructions for the week beginning Monday, 6 July 2020 

 

Background: Continuing our theme on controversy in History, today we will consider the moon landings. 

These are known as the Apollo Missions, which resulted in 12 astronauts walking on the moon between 

1969-72. The first landing in July 1969 is the most famous for an obvious reason: Neil Armstrong became the 

first person ever to set foot on an extra-terrestrial surface. And yet, a small but still substantial number of 

people believe that the moon landings were faked. Which is to say that they believe that the US government 

filmed the landings in some Hollywood studio. They were just one big fat lie, a huge conspiracy to try to 

convince the world of US technological superiority and to embarrass the Russians, who had their own space 

programme. 

Now, as your teacher let me be clear: I think that anyone who believes this conspiracy nonsense is deluded. 

I’m as certain as yesterday’s sunrise that the moon landings happened. So, let’s look at the evidence and 

show why we’re certain they occurred and why the conspiracy theorists who believe it’s all a hoax are 

wrong.  

Watch: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4gvNefjcnng - explains why the deniers are wrong 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uw4PACycCNQ - more detailed analysis from the last mission to the 

moon by Apollo 17 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0lc4u0399wc - Simple statement from a top scientist saying people who 

don’t believe in the moon landings should “Get over it.”  

Read: https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/48774080 - good summary explaining why the hoax theories are 

wrong 

Do: Answer the following questions: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4gvNefjcnng
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uw4PACycCNQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0lc4u0399wc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/48774080


1. Name the SECOND astronaut to step on the moon. 

2. Explain THREE reasons why some people believe the mood landings were faked 

3. Do YOU believe the landings happened? What’s your main reason for thinking that they did, or 

didn’t? 


